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an outlet port in said lid for suctioning said body fluids and said cleaning fluid 
from said canister; 

a conduit [suction wbe] in fluid communication with said outlet port and 
extending to the bottom of said canister; 

a closure for closmg said outlet port during said inflow of body fluids into said 
canister; and 

a vacuum port in said Ud for application of vacuum to said canister for inducing 
said inflow of body fluids into said canister. 



(Once amended) A canister according to claim 1 wherein said conduit [suction 
tube] is removable from said lid. 



(Once amended) A system for collecting and disposing of body fluids, 
comprising: 

(a) a canister for receiving said body fluids, comprising: 

(i) a body having side walls and a bottom [and adapted to sealably receive 
a removable lid]; 

(ii) a removable lid for sealably covering said body; 

(iii) an inlet port in said lid for mflow of body fluids into said canister and 
for inflow of cleaning fluid into said canister; 

(iv) an outlet port in said lid for suctioning said body fluids and said 
cleaning fluid from said canister; 

(V) a conduit [suction mbe] in fluid communication with said outlet port 
and extending to the bottom of said canister; 

(vi) a closure for closing said outlet port during said inflow of body fluids 
into said canister; and 

(vii) a vacuum port in said lid for application of vacuum to said canister for 
inducing said inflow of body fluids mto said canister; 
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[(viii) a check valve on said lid operably coupled to said vacuum port for 
stopping said appUcation of vacuum to said canister when said body 
fluids in said canister reach a pre-determined level;] 
a servicing unit for removing said body fluids from said canister and cleaning 
said canister, coniprising; 

(i) an outlet conduit to conduct fluid from said canister; 

(ii) ^ smy plv of d ^^riiTi p fluid c apable of delivery into said c?inister; 

[an inlet conduit for conducting cleaning fluid from a source of said 
cleaning fluid to said canister]; 
nW'i an inlet conduit for conducting said cleaning fluid from said supply to 
said^amster; 

(iv>r(iu)l a connector for detachably connecting said outlet conduit to said outlet 

port in said lid and for detachably connecting said inlet conduit to said 

inlet port in said lid; and 
M[(iv)] a vacuum conduit operatively connecting a vacuum source to said outlet 

conduit for inducing a flow of fluid from said canister through said 

outlet conduit[; and 
(v) means to induce a flow of cleaning fluid to said canister through said 

inlet conduit]. 

(Once amended) A system accordiug to claim 7 farther comprising: 

(a) a decontamination chamber in fluid communication with said outlet conduit, m 
which body fluid from said canister is brought into contact with a disinfecting 
fluid; 

(b) a first conduit to conduct fluid from said decontamination chamber to a drain; 

(c) a supply of disinfecting fluid capable nf delivery into said decontamioation 
chamber: [a second conduit to conduct a disinfectmg fluid from a source of said 
disinfecting fluid into said decontamioation chamber, and means to mduce a 
flow of disinfecting fluid though said second conduit]; 
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. .^onH .^nri..it. for c o^Hnntitia said disinfrrtiTiP fluid from said supply to said 
>4p.rr>nfaTniTiati on chamb er: and 
(el[(d)] a vent for venting sa id deco DTgnijnation diamber to atmosphere. 



r/o^ decoi 
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^ a body having side walls and a bottom [and adapted to receive a lid] ; 
(ii) a lid for covering said body; 

(iii-) a first inlet port in said lid for inflow of body fluids into said canister; 
£ivl a second inlet port in said Ud for inflow of cleaning fluid into said 
canister; 

{yi a spraver [spraying means] in fluid communication with said second 

inlet port for spraying cleaniug fluid within said canister; 
ivii a closure [means] for closing said second inlet port during said inflow 

of body fluids into said canister; 
^vii) an outlet port in said lid for outflow of body fluids and said cleaning 

fluid from said canister; 
(viii> a conduit in fluid communication with said outlet port extending into 

said canister; and 

(ixi a closure [means] for closing said outlet port during said inflow of body 
fluids into said canister; and 
{bi an apparatus for removing body fluids from said canister and cleaning said 
canister, comprising: 

first fluid conduit means to conduct fluid in said canister to a drain; 
(it) second fluid conduit means to conduct cleaning fluid from a source of 

cleaning fluid to an inlet port in said canister; and 
(iii) a connector head having first and second connector mbes in fluid 
commnnication with said first and second fluid conduit means 
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respectively for connection to and disconnection from said outlet port 
and said inlet port respectively. 



15 . (Once amended) A system for coUecting and disposing of body flnids comprising: 
(a) a canister for receiving said body fluids, comprising: 
(i) 



(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(V) 

(vi) 
(vii) 
(viii) 
(ix) 



a body having side walls and a bottom [and adapted to sealably receive 
a removable lidj; 

a removable lid for sealably covering said body; 

a first inlet port in said lid for inflow of body fluids into said canister; 

a second inlet port in said Ud for inflow of cleaning fluid into said 

canister; 

a closure [means] for closing said second inlet port during said inflow 
of body fluids into said canister; 

an outlet port in said lid for suctioning body fluids and said cleaning 
fluid from said canister; 

a conduit [suction tube] in fluid communication with said outlet port and 
extending to said bottom of said canister; 

a closure [means] for closing said outlet port during said inflow of body 
fluids into said canister; and 

a vacuum port in said lid for appUcation of vacuum to said canister for 
[iducing said inflow of body fluids into said canister; 

: for removing said body fluids ftom said canister and cleaning 



mC 



a servicing unit 
said canister, comprising: 
(ii[(ii)] an outlet conduit to conduct fluid from said canister; 

(ii) an 

fluid into said canister; 



I inlet conduit to conduct cleaning fluid from a source of said cleaning 
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(iii) 



(iv) 



a connector [means] for detachably connecting said outlet conduit to 
said outlet port and for detachably connecting said inlet conduit to said 
second inlet port; and 

a vacuum conduit operatively connecting a vacuum source to said outlet 
conduit for inducing a flow of fluid firom said canister through said 
outlet conduit. 



18. 



(Once amended) A system according to claim 15 wherein said servicing unit 
further comprises a sprayhead in fluid communication with said inlet conduit and 
adopted to be inserted into said canister through said second inlet port. 

(Once amended) A system according to claim 15 further comprising: 

(a) a decontamination chamber in fluid communication with said outlet conduit, in 
which body fluid from said canister is brought into contact with a disinfecting 
fluid; 

(b) a first conduit to conduct fluid from said decontamination chamber to a drain; 

(c) a snpplv of disitifcrting flui d napahle of delivery into said decontamination 
chamber ; [a second conduit to conduct a disinfecting fluid from a source of said 
disinfecting fluid into said decontamination chamber, and means for inducing 
a flow of disinfecting fluid through said second conduit]; 

(H > a second conduit fnr r-otiductinp >»aid disinfectinp fluid from said supply to said 
f<prr>TitaTn iiiation c ^aTnbftr; and 
(el[(d)] a vent for venting said d^ntamination chamber to atmosphere. 




23. 



^IfdSnew claims 23 - 38 as follows: 



A canister for receiving body fluids, con5)rismg: 

(a) a body having side walls and a bottom; 

(b) a removable lid for sealably covering said body; 

(c) an inlet port in said lid for inflow of body fluids into said canister; 

(d) an outlet port in said Ud for suctioning said body fluids from said canister; 



i 
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(e) 



(0 



(g) 



a conduit in flmd communication with said outlet port and extending to the 
bottom of said canister; 

a closure for closing said outlet port during said inflow of body fluids into said 
canister; and 

a vacuum port in said lid for application of vacuum to said canister for inducing 
said inflow of body fluids into said canister. 
24. A canister for receiving body fluids, said canister comprising: 

(a) a body having side walls and a bottom; 

(b) a removable lid for sealably covering said body; 

(c) a first inlet port in said lid for inflow of said body fluids into said canister; 

(d) a second inlet port in said Ud for inflow of cleaning fluid into said canister; 

(e) a sprayer in fluid communication with said second inlet port for spraying said 
cleaning fluid within said canister; 

(f) a closure for closing said second inlet port during said inflow of said body 
fluids into said canister; 

(g) an outlet port in said Ud for suctioning body fluids and said cleaning fluid from 

said canister; 

(h) a conduit in fluid communication with said outlet port and extending to said 
bottom of said canister; 

(i) a closure for closing said outlet port during said inflow of body fluids into said 

canister; 

(j) avacuumportinsaidUdfbrappUcationofvacuumtosaidcamsterforinducing 

said inflow of body fluids into said canister; and 
(k) a check valve on said lid operably coupled to said vacuum port for stopping 
said application of vacuum to said canister when the level ofbody fluids in said 
canister reaches a pre-determined level. 
25 . A servicing unit for removing body fluids from a canister having an inlet port 

and an outlet port, conq)rising: 
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(a) 
(b) 

(0 

(d) 
(e) 





an outlet conduit to conduct fluids from said canister; 

a vacuum conduit operatively connecting a vacuum source to said outlet conduit 
for inducing a flow of fluid from said canister tbrough said outlet conduit; and 
a control mechanism for controUing the application of vacuum to said canister. 
A servicing unit according to claim 25 fiuther comprising: 
a supply of cleaning fluid capable of delivery to said canister; and 
an inlet conduit to conduct said cleaning fluid from said supply to said inlet port 
of said canister. 

A servicing unit according to claim 26 further comprising a connector for 
detachably connecting said vacuum conduit to said outlet port and for detachably 
connecting said inlet conduit to said inlet port. 

A system according to claim 7 wherein said canister further comprises a check 
valve on said Ud operably coupled to said vacuum port for stopping said application of 
vacuum to said canister when said body fluids in said canister reach a pre-determined 
level. 

A lid for covering a canister body, said Ud and canister body together forming 
a canister for receiving fluids, said canister body having side walls and a bottom, said 
iing: 

an inlet port in said lid for inflow of fluids into said canister; 
an outlet port in said Ud for outflow of fluids from said canister; and 

conduit in fluid communication with said outlet port, said conduit extending 
t\said bottom of said canister body when said lid is placed in covering relation 
to s^d canister body. 

A Ud according to claim 29 further comprising a second inlet port in said lid for 

inflow of fluids into said canister. 

A lid according to claim 29 flirther comprising a vacuum port in said Ud for 
appUcation of vacuum to said canister for inducing said inflow of fluids mto said 
canister. 
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32. A lid claim according to claim 30 further comprising a sprayer in fluid 
communication with said second inlet port for spraying cleanmg fluid within said 
canister. 

33. A lid according to claim 31 further comprising a check valve on said lid 
operatively coupled to said vacuum port for stopping said application of vacuxun to said 
canister when said fluids in said canister reach a pre-determined level. 

34. A check valve for a canister adapted to receive fluids, said canister having a 
(PI^ vacuum port for application of vacuum to said canister for inducing a flow of fluids 

into said canister, said check valve being operably coupled to said vacuum port for 
stopping said application of vacuum to said canister when said fluids in said canister 
reach a pre-deteimined level. 

35. A check valve according to claim 34 wherein said check valve coniprises: 

(a) a floatbaU operably coupled to a needle valve; and 

(b) a floatball cage for housing said floatball, said floatball cage comprising a 
needle valve guide for slidably retaining said needle valve. 

36. A suction canister, comprising: 

(a) a chamber for receiving fluids, said chamber being partially defined by a 

bottom wall; 

(b) an inlet communicating with said chamber for the inflow of said fluids into said 
chamber; 

(c) a vacuum port communicating with said chamber for application of vacuum to 
said chamber; 

(d) an ouflet communicating with said chamber for outflow of said fluids from said 
chamber; and 

(e) a conduit in fluid communication with said outlet and extending to said bottom 
wall of said chamber. 

37. A suction canister according to claim 36. further comprising a second inlet 

communicating with said chamber for the inflow of said fluids into said chamber. 



